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The latest news from the North Orange County Community College District . 

Fullerton College Launches Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Drones 

  
          



                   
              

              
           

                 
                

             
                 

                    
                   

                 

Beginning in the Fall of 2026, Fullerton College will be launching its f irst ever Bachelor of Science in Drones and 
Autonomous Systems. The program will be a ground-breaking and aff ordable option for those interested in 
learning about operat ions, management, applicat ions, and programming in a rapidly growing field with a hands-on 
approach. This will be the collegeʼs first and only bachelorʼs degree program. 

The new Bachelor of Science program builds on the exist ing highly acclaimed Drone Lab at Fullerton College. The 
program has off ered two associates degrees and four cert if icate programs since its founding in 2018 by Professor 
and Program Director Jay Seidel. The Fullerton Drone Lab developed the f irst -ever registered apprenticeship 
program in the country for drone pilot ing and has been named the most built -out drone program in California. 

“Being able to provide this level of training in such a growing tech field will be transformative for both our students 
and for the industry,” said Seidel. “Students will be able to learn and develop quality skills and earn a bachelorʼs 
degree in technology at an aff ordable price, thus making college more attainable for a greater number of students.” 
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Historic Appointment of First NOCE Student Trustee 

At the December 17, 2024 Board of  Trustees meeting, history was made when Robert Johnson was sworn in as the f irst 
Student Trustee representative to North Orange Continuing Education. 

Read the Full Story 

Mental Health & Wellness Summit at Cypress College 

The event took place at Cypress College and was held in partnership with The Steve Fund, Fullerton College, Cypress College, 
and NOCE. The Steve Fund is a national organization dedicated to supporting the mental health and emotional well being of 
young people of  color. 

Read the Full Story 

NOCCCD Releases Institutional Commitment to Diversity Report 

The Diversity Report is an annual evaluation of  the Districtʼs commitment toward diverse and equitable employment practices. 
It looks at trends over time in hiring and the make up of  the Districtʼs staff in comparison with the student body and 
surrounding community. 

https://www.nocccd.edu/news/all-news/historic-appointment-first-noce-student-trustee
https://www.nocccd.edu/news/all-news/mental-health-wellness-summit-cypress-college
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Read the Full Story 

District-Wide Strategic Plan Now Available 

At the November 26, 2024 Board of Trustees meeting, the Board off icially approved the 2022 2026 NOCCCD District 
Wide Strategic Plan. The plan outlines how the District Strategic Direct ions identified in the 2021 2030 Educational 
and Facilities Master Plan will be achieved through init iat ives requiring collaborat ion and coordinat ion among 
District Services and all campus const ituents. 

A workgroup to create the Strategic Plan was formed in 2022. They worked with a design team to create a Strategic 
Compass that included “intent ional alignment with identity and purpose,” “continuous adaptat ion and learning,” 
and incorporat ing “leading measures of inputs and processes.” Each part of the compass was intended “to upli� 
individuals and communit ies through education, a vehicle for social mobility.” 

NOCCCD District Director of Research, Planning, and Data Management, Dr. Gabrielle Stanco, said about the 
complet ion of this plan, “I am hopeful that NOCCCDʼs Strategic Compass approach to planning will help the 
District anchor the work we do in our shared identity and purpose and that we will be able to fine-tune more 
eff ect ively to better serve students throughout the year.” 

Read the Plan 

Board Meeting Highlights 

NOCCCD Board of Trustee meetings are held twice a month. The Board gathers to address District business 
including: staff ing changes, fiscal matters, the passing of Board Policies, and other issues aff ect ing Cypress College, 
Fullerton College, and NOCE 

Read the Highlights 

https://www.nocccd.edu/news/all-news/nocccd-releases-institutional-commitment-diversity-report
https://www.nocccd.edu/documents/nocccd-2022-2026-district-wide-strategic-plan
https://www.nocccd.edu/news/all-news?type[166]=166


Stay Connected with Us! 
We love staying connected with our community! Follow us for the latest updates, events, and 

inspiring stories: 
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